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The Agricultural Landscape of Southern Oland - Sweden
ICOMOS comments on proposed wind turbines within the property

Documentation received from the UNESCO World Heritage Centre on the 12" of November 2012
Cartographic information (Swedish National Heritage Board) received on the 13" of December 2012

From the correspondence between the different institutions about the two proposed wind turbines
within the World Heritage property, it is possible to refrieve some of the fundamental elements of the
problem through a simple question: Will the introduction of clusters of 150m wind turbines impact
adversely on a cultural landscape that was inscribed on the World Heritage List in2000, to the point of
jeopardizing its integrity, authenticity and Qutstanding Universal Value (OUV)?

A letter from the Swedish National Heritage Board (signed by Birgitta Johansen) to the World Heritage
Centre (to the aftention of Kishore Rao), on 9.11.2012, in answer to the question set by UNESCO
about the state of conservation of the World Heritage property, reports that the County Governor of
Kalmar met with the “Jocal and regional decision makers” and along with the “World Heritage
propery's Management Council’ discussed the matter, and all present AGREED that the
implementation of the wind turbine park WILL NOT DO ANY HARM to the World Heritage property.

Representatives of the Swedish National Heritage Board will visit the place as soon as possible and
will give details.

| However, a group spontaneously created among 112 residents signed a protesting letter against the
/' project of the wind turbines in the World Heritage property (signed on first place by Fritz Eriksson). The

letter is addressed to The Culture Sector, World Heritage Centre (Kishore Rao) and has no date. The
arguments are based on the following:

a) No change in the World Heritage property landscape for millennia should be maintained.

The Agricultural Landscape of Southern Oland is World Heritage since 2000, in the category “living
cultural landscapes”. “The landscape of Southem Oland takes its contemporary form from its long
cultural history, adapting to the physical constraints of the geology and topography. Southern Oland
is an outstanding example of human settlement, making the optimal use of diverse landscape types
on a single island. lts land use dates back several millennia. Land use has changed little since the
Stone Age”.

b) The non-respect for the World Heritage Convention that Sweden signed.” In Sweden the WH sites
have no legal protection. But Sweden signed the World Heritage Convention in 1985; its article 4

states that all signalories have the duly to ensure protection and conservation of their cultural and
natural heritags.”

c) The loss of tourism attraction of the region due to the World Heritage property. “... recent survey
commissioned by local authorities and others shows that The Agricultural Landscape of Southern
Oland is now more atiractive to tourism than the traditional areas near the great beaches of Oland.”

ICOMOS Comments:

Living Cultural Landscapes, as The Agricultural Landscape of Southern Oland is, should be
compatible with evolution and technology, provided that it doesn't disturb the harmony of the
iandscape in relation to the atiributes of QUV,

But in this case the very basis of its nomination to the WHL has been and still is: " The unique, far-
flung, flat and open agricultural landscape affords unrivalled views of outstanding beauty’. These
aspects will be lost by the introduction of vertical elements that are not timeless.

With the wind turbines of this size, a new land use will be added to the agriculture production land, that
of energy production.



The new wind turbines are out of all proportion compared to the scale of other buildings and the scale
of the vegetation in the area. The overall heights will be between 130 to 150 m. These turbines would
be visible across most of the World Heritage property and would significantly aiter the visual dimension
of the property and the opportunity to experience the OUV for which it was inscribed.

The “Justification for inscription” of the Agricultural Landscape of Southern Oland on the World
Heritage list states that nowhere else in Europe is a medieval landscape "so distinct and readily
decipherable”; the ability to perceive and understand the cultural values is highlighted: "The site has
an excellent capacity for illustrating the values and the distinct cultural elements associated
with the agricuitural landscape.” All these qualities will be lost.

A basic requirement for inclusion on the World Heritage List is that the area can sustain the
authenticity requirements, and the UNESCO report states that the area does this by the survival of
the significant cultural features of southern Oland with a minimum of extraneous addition or
modification. Thus, it is a crucial issue that Southern Oland is not disturbed by features and changes
that are foreign to the area.

The current proposal for large wind power plants would mean a substantial damage to the vaiue for
which the property was inscribed.

in conclusion:

Scale The change created by the wind turbines is incompatible with the existing buildings and trees
scale, and it cannot be dissimulated.

Visibility In both locations proposed by the project, the 150m wind turbines are visible from within the
island. Diagrams are attached showing the distance from where the turbines will be seen in a clear
day; iso-view-lines, going from 2km o 20 km, are displayed and because of a complete flat surface the
view to the wind turbines will extend to the whole island length. A first diagram shows the distance to
alternative project and a second one to suggested project.

The modification in the land use and even more the intrusion in this flat land of such visible structures
as the wind turbines will destroy the actual reasons that justified the inclusion ino the List. It aiso
seems very probabile that if the project is to be approved by the Local government The Agricultural
Landscape of Southern Oland will be at high risk to loose the grounds of its nomination and
Outstanding Universal Value mostly because it contradicts the following statement. "nowhere else in
Europe is a medieval landscape “so distinct and readily decipherable “statement that supported its
Outstanding Universal Vaiue.

ICOMOS
Paris, January 2013 minor change September 2013



